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them for less than two or three years. Such a delay, involving
as it did the residence at Madrid of the merchant himself, or
of his representative, in order to watch the proceedings, caused
an expense which none excepting the most wealthy traders could
afford. Nor were the difficulties of the merchant at an end
even when he had obtained a favourable sentence, as hi.a
goods had been divided immediately after the original decision
had been given against him. The informer was sure to be a
beggar, who had spent long ago all that had fallen to his share.
The judge had probably been removed to some distant station,
perhaps in America, and if he were still to be found where
the wrong had originally been done, it was no easy matter
to put the law in force against a great man presiding in his own
court. 'The King's third was the only one which there was a
chance of recovering, but so low was the Treasury that the
Royal warrants for satisfying claims of this nature scarcely ever
obtained payment in less than two or three years.

To remedy these evils Digby proposed two changes, which
the Spanish Government at once promised to adopt. In future,
Remedies whenever an appeal was made against the decision
agreed to. Of faQ local court, it was to be brought before a special
commission, which would be able to hear and determine the
matter at once. The second concession was of still greater
importance : the goods were no longer to be confiscated by the
inferior judges, but bonds were to be given by which the owners
engaged to pay their value, in case of the rejection of their
appeal. In order to show his willingness to oblige the English,
the King directed, a few days after these arrangements had
been made, that several Englishmen, who were prisoners in the
galleys, should immediately be set at liberty.

Lastly, Digby had long been urging his Government to

appoint consuls.    It had often happened that, either through

ignorance or wilfulness, English traders had suffered

punishment for the breach of Spanish laws.    Digby

thought it would be well to have some experienced person

present at the chief ports, to warn inexperienced Englishmen

of their danger, and to send him intelligence which would save

him from advocating the. causes of men who were themselves